
Dear Senator, 

I am writing to you because many politicians speak out against human sex trafficking 
and have proposed all kinds of bills to fight against it. But very few (if any) bills have 
been introduced to protect children from perpetrators who sexually abuse children in 
their own homes. 

1 in 5 girls and 1 in 10 boys are victims of child sexual abuse in the United States. The 
actual number is most likely higher because many incidents go unreported. 90% of vic-
tims were sexually assaulted by someone they knew well—A step-parent, relative, fami-
ly friend or caretaker. And 69% occurred in the victims’ home. Children’s Advocacy Cen-
ters served more than 311,000 children around the country in 2014. Two-thirds of the 
children served (205,438) disclosed sexual abuse. 

The Sex Offender Registration law in most states do not have any restrictions on regis-
tered sex offenders. This is a common misperception. The SOR law in these states also 
does not have the legal jurisdiction to prevent an offender from attending events, limit-
ing employment, restrict an offender from entering any facilities, or refrain from living 
with or socializing with children or vulnerable persons. The SOR law can only mandate 
the offender to register his or her required information at the sheriff's office within the 
required time.


The police do their job and arrest these criminals, but then the lawyers and judges allow 
them to plead guilty to a lesser charge and hand down light sentences or probation that 
allows them to re-offend, placing the public at risk. Many times there is more severe 
punishment for someone who abuses animals than for someone who abuses children. 
This should not be! 

There should be a federal law in place to hold perpetrators of sexual child abuse ac-
countable and reforms made to the SOR law so that it protects our most vulnerable citi-
zens—our children.  

Sincerely, 

Jonah Reuben 


